
The Sky’s the Limit
Gifts help launch precision 
agriculture program
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 I honestly cannot remember not being a Bulldog fan. My older brother 

came here when I was in lower elementary school, and it sealed the deal 

for me. I enrolled in 1990, and my relationship with MSU has only grown 

stronger throughout my professional career.  

 The progress my university has experienced in recent years is far 

greater in my lifetime than I ever imagined. I proudly graduated from MSU 

and began my career here in 1994 as an admissions counselor, which is a 

recruitment representative to prospective students, parents and alumni. 

 I still love talking about MSU and am fortunate to still do so in my 

current position as vice president of development and alumni and CEO 

of the MSU Foundation. Today, I sit in a vantage point where I see the 

potential of what philanthropy can help MSU accomplish. In particular, 

Infinite Impact is helping move MSU toward greater national stature. Gifts 

are fueling the university as a whole in its pursuits, which include bringing 

the best educational experience to as many students as possible.

 President Mark Keenum has often told prospective students that 

“anything you want to do in the world, a degree from MSU can help 

you get there.” From administration to faculty and staff, we are all 

collectively working to help students to achieve their goals. To enhance this 

opportunity, the university is debuting quite a few academic degrees. Our 

new offerings include a Ph.D. in Physics, a Ph.D. in Kinesiology, a Bachelor 

of Science in Environmental Science in Agricultural Systems, a Bachelor 

of Science in Natural Resource and Environmental Conservation and a 

Bachelor of Science in Petroleum Engineering. In fact, in this issue, you’ll 

read about our new precision agriculture program and about the reinstated 

petroleum engineering program. 

  MSU is working to expand its offerings across the board and respond 

to the growing needs of industry for personnel and leaders. An example 

of this would be our partnership with Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 

College to begin offering engineering degrees via their Jackson County 

campus, thereby serving a strong industrial base of the state of Mississippi. 

 It’s the recruiter in me that gets me excited about these new degree 

programs for students in our state; It’s the fundraiser in me who gets 

excited to present alumni and friends with opportunities to create program 

support, scholarships for students in pursuit of these degrees, and 

endowed chairs and professorships to engage, challenge, and mentor 

these students on their academic paths. 

 At MSU, we work diligently to pair people with opportunities where 

they can help increase the value of our degrees. We hope you’ll consider 

how you can impact great academics and further education in Mississippi. 

MSU: An impact that lasts a lifetime

JOHN P. RUSH
Vice President for 
Development and Alumni
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Campaign total exceeds $500 million 
Mississippi State University’s ongoing 

Infinite Impact campaign has become the 
most successful fundraising endeavor in 

university history by surpassing $500 million 
in gifts and pledges of future support. 



 Mississippi State has experienced much 
success as an institution with comprehensive 
campaigns, and the expectations of Infinite 
Impact remain high. The two previous MSU 
capital campaigns were overwhelmingly 
successful for their time periods—the first 
raising more than $143 million in the 1990s; 
the second more than $462 million in the 
early 2000s. Thousands of alumni and friends 
contributed as part of these campaigns, 
which had lasting results for the university. 
To date, over 46,823 contributors have made 
commitments for Infinite Impact. 
 Infinite Impact is well ahead of schedule 
toward its $600 million goal. Campaign 
counting began July 1, 2010, and will extend 
through December 2018. 
 As Infinite Impact continues, gifts through 
the campaign are already benefiting a number 
of areas at Mississippi State University. Thus 
far in the campaign, commitments earmarked 
for endowed scholarships and fellowships 
total nearly $119 million; faculty support 
commitments stand at nearly $47 million; 
facility support is $50 million; and more than 
$285 million is slated for activities, programs 
and annual support. 
 Mississippi State has experienced 
tremendous growth of fundraising efforts 
during the campaign. The effects of Infinite 
Impact now ripple through campus, impacting 
nearly every area of the university. Continued 
support of Infinite Impact assists Mississippi 
State University as it works toward overall 
status as one of the best public universities in 

the nation. Campaign gifts from alumni and 
friends allow people to help people through 
success, discovery, outreach, globalization and 
experience. 
 Since the campaign’s inception, 325 new 
scholarships have been created—both annual 
and endowed—to assist students in many areas 
of study. This brings the university’s total to 
1,363. Additionally in the campaign, 24 new 
endowed faculty positions will be utilized with 
the 50 previously established to help Mississippi 
State attract and retain top educators and 
researchers. 
 Prospective donors may visit 
infiniteimpactmsu.com to find out more about 
the campaign, request a Guide to Giving for the 
university, and view some of our videos. 
 Over the course of Infinite Impact, our 
newsletter will highlight giving opportunities 
across the university. In this issue, we feature the 
College of Arts and Sciences on the next spread.

INFINITE IMPACT PROGRESS

$501 MILLION as of March 2015
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Touching lives daily: College of Arts and 
Sciences can extend reach with gifts 

 The College of Arts and Sciences at Mississippi State University 
utilizes private gifts to promote scientific inquiry, artistic expression, 
cultural appreciation, experiential learning, and ethical leadership—all 
to serve to enhance humankind. With support for the college, alumni 
and friends can facilitate intellectual growth, prepare students for 
opportunities and challenges of an ever-changing society, and stimulate 
a lifelong pursuit of knowledge.
 As the university’s largest and most diverse academic unit, the 
College of Arts and Sciences is home to 14 academic departments 
and six centers and institutes. It offers undergraduate and graduate 
programs in nearly 50 fields of study, ranging from natural and physical 
sciences to social and behavioral sciences to humanities. Uniquely 
positioned by enrolling more than a quarter of the student body and 
providing much of the general education requirements, the college can 
leverage gifts to impact nearly every student that passes through MSU. 
 During Infinite Impact, the College of Arts and Sciences seeks 
$20 million for specific endeavors. Thus far, generous commitments 
have placed the college slightly over the halfway mark, however more 
financial support is needed to fulfill the unit's vision and further its 
impact. The following outlines some featured giving opportunities 
through Infinite Impact. 

scholarships
 Scholarships for promising undergraduate students, and 
fellowships and assistantships for the brightest graduate students, will 
help attract the best students to the College of Arts and Sciences. The 
college seeks to provide aid to those students who are high academic 
achievers and other bright students for whom the cost of a higher 
education is a significant challenge. It is imperative that the College of 
Arts and Sciences has scholarships to offer the most promising students 
so they will choose Mississippi State University. 
 
graduate fellowship program
 The College of Arts and Sciences understands that thriving 
graduate programs are one of the main drivers of a university’s 
academic profile. In addition to providing resources to research 
programs, graduate and doctoral students challenge faculty members 
with fresh thoughts to propel new questions and ideas and stimulate 
them toward ongoing professional growth. Infinite Impact gifts for a 
Graduate Fellowship Program can provide financial stipends to help 
bring the most capable students to MSU to continue their studies.

endowed chairs and professorships
 The College of Arts and Sciences needs to recruit and retain 
exceptional faculty to teach the thousands of students who are counting 
on MSU to prepare them for a meaningful future. As the university 
grows, so must our faculty. Endowed faculty positions provide leverage 
with which to entice top educators and researchers in their fields by 
giving them additional salary support and funds for research. World 



changing research takes place in our college 
every day, and these positions help make this 
possible. Chairs may be established with a 
minimum gift endowment of $1.5 million, 
while a professorship is $500,000.

endowed fund for research
 An Endowed Fund for Research created 
through Infinite Impact will allow promising 
faculty-driven research projects to gain support 
to expedite their development and give aid in 
seeking federal grant money. Gifts will also 
allow faculty to engage undergraduate and 
graduate students in research projects, to acquire 
invaluable hands-on experience and make 
available equipment upgrades to maintain state-
of-the-art research environments and world-class 
laboratories. High quality new faculty members 
in need of start-up allocations will also be 
beneficiaries. 

school of geosciences
 The College of Arts and Sciences seeks 
to establish a School of Geosciences. With 
programs in geography, geospatial technologies, 
meteorology, geology and environmental 
geosciences, no other university in Mississippi 
offers the variety of geo-environmental 
concentrations that ours does and we are 
uniquely positioned to be an international 
academic leader. Designation as a School of 
Geosciences backed by an endowment will 
attract and consolidate the resources necessary to 
meet ever-increasing national geoscience needs. 
The endowment would yield an opportunity to 
create more physical space for programs, attract 
more world-class faculty and recruit high quality 
students at the bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 
levels.

travel abroad scholarships 
and residence facilities
 The college plans to expand study abroad 
programs for students and enhance international 
research initiatives among faculty. Since financial 
limitations have affected many students’ ability 
to make such expensive learning trips, the 
college would like to provide economic support 
with scholarships so more students can utilize 
these options. The college would also like to 
establish residence facilities in other countries 

where students and faculty may stay through 
partnerships with other universities, foundations 
and business organizations. 
 
stennis institute policy research 
lab and student trips 
 The launch of the Stennis Policy Research 
Lab is the next step to accompany the John 
C. Stennis Institute of Government and 
Community Development located in the 
College of Arts and Sciences and supported, 
as well, by MSU’s Office of Research and 
Economic Development. This lab will pose 
cutting-edge questions via surveys to scientific 
samples of Mississippians to provide accurate 
information about policy attitudes. 
 The institute works closely with the student 
Stennis-Montgomery Association and facilitates 
an annual trip to Washington, D.C., where a 
variety of MSU majors have opportunities to 
meet with insiders and legislators of both parties 
and experience behind-the-scenes tours of the 
Pentagon and the Capitol. These students gain 
information about their federal government that 
will help them shape our government in the 
future.

pre-professional advising center
There is a shortage of doctors, nurses, dentists 
and other medical professionals in Mississippi, 
and MSU seeks to help our students abate the 
healthcare crisis in underserved areas of our state 
and world. An Advising Center created with an 
Infinite Impact gift and housed in the College 
of Arts and Sciences would offer the university’s 
pre-professional majors guidance through their 
undergraduate careers at MSU and provide a 
greater opportunity to successfully gain entrance 
into the medical programs of their choice. 

 Infinite Impact gifts will position Mississippi 
State University for a future of advanced 
teaching, research and service on the local, state 
and international levels. Your participation will 
have an Infinite Impact as the College of Arts 
and Sciences strives to create an environment 
that nurtures curiosity and civic responsibility. 
Learn more about assisting the college by 
contacting Alex McIntosh at 662.325.3240 or 
email him at amcintosh@foundation.msstate.edu.
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Today’s world revolves around technology.  Modern advancements and 
innovations have become perpetual staples, heightening expectations and 
transforming daily life. Many people look to the growing corporate sector 
for progression, while others, like Diane Hawks, realize that no industry is 
better positioned for impacting the future than agriculture.

 As the world population continues to rise, new 
methods of sustainability and increased production 
are needed to feed and fuel the growing nations. 
Though agriculture is a primitive practice, the 
methods and sciences behind it are evolving daily. 
By utilizing more technology, the industry is forging 
a path into new territories through the application 
of precision agriculture.
 Precision agriculture is a modern farm 
management practice that is site specific to optimize 
production, profitability, sustainability, and 
protection of the environment. Driven by modern 
equipment and remote-sensing satellite technology, 
the highly detailed practice helps farmers to 
more easily identify issues and develop the best 
“prescription” for their fields. These capabilities are 
instrumental in delivering more consistency to an 
extremely variable industry that sustains a  
growing world. 

A new era begins
Hawks creates endowment for 
precision agriculture curriculum



 As a premier land-grant institution, 
Mississippi State University is proactive in 
the research and education of newly emerging 
technologies in agriculture. The College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences currently 
offers a precision agriculture emphasis under 
the Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
Department. In the upcoming academic year, a 
full precision agriculture certificate program will 
also be added pending approval by the faculty.  
 “Through this program, students 
will garner a well-rounded capacity for 
understanding precision agriculture as it applies 
to their major and across the entire agricultural 
landscape,” said Scott Willard, associate dean of 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.
 The Diane Hawks Precision Agriculture 
Curriculum Endowment, a recent gift from 
Diane Hawks, will help establish the certificate 
program. Hawks, a 1980 graduate of the 
University of Mississippi, was raised on a farm 
in rural DeSoto County and continued working 
in agriculture into her adult life before pursuing 
an influential career in the political sector. 
Even after leaving the farm, her passion for 
advocacy in agriculture was evident through her 
professional and civic involvement in leading 
and serving the industry. 
 “My heart has always been in agriculture,” 
said Hawks. “I was raised on a farm and I raised 
my children on a farm. I will do anything I can 
to promote agriculture for the next generations.”
 MSU’s precision agriculture certificate 
program is currently in development and will be 
a joint collaboration of four departments within 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering, Plant 
and Soils Sciences, Agricultural Economics, and 
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Entomology 
and Plant Pathology, with partnerships in the 
Bagley College of Engineering, the Geosystems 

Research Institute, the university’s extension 
centers and stakeholders from various industries. 
The coalesced curriculum will demonstrate 
the multifaceted interactions of precision 
agriculture. Students will participate in field 
research programs to better understand 
the developing area, as well as its related 
environmental factors, crop inputs, equipment, 
and IT software and hardware. 
 “We have tremendous support to 
develop this precision agriculture and decision 
analytics focus, in addition to enhancing our 
already successful agricultural engineering 
degree program and precision agriculture 
concentration,” said George Hopper, dean of 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. 
 Nearly 25 years ago, during her time 
on the farm, Hawks participated in some of 
the early development and implementation 
processes of precision agriculture. She recalls the 
first laptop she ever owned, which spent most 
of its time with her in the cab of a combine. 
When Mississippi State presented the idea of 
a precision agriculture program, she knew she 
wanted to be involved.
 “The greatest gift anyone can give to 
someone, besides spiritual guidance, is an 
education,” Hawks said. “By giving people 
behind us the tools to better equip and feed the 
world, we are raising the standard of living for 
society as a whole. It’s a ripple effect that is all 
positive.” 
 Research efforts from land-grant 
institutions like MSU lay the foundations 
that power solutions for mounting demands. 
However, the reach of the globalized progress 
afforded by these institutions would be far 
less significant without the support from 
visionaries, like Diane Hawks, who believe 
in the importance of the imminent future 
of agriculture. 

Philanthropy at work
 Significant support for the precision agriculture program comes from Monsanto. 
The partnership between Monsanto and MSU provides insight on the interactions 
and relationships of the environment, crop inputs, equipment and data analysis in 
order to tackle the food security challenges of an expanding global population. The 
company's gift also funds annual scholarships and helps MSU prepare students to 
become leaders in the precision agriculture field. 
 Alumni and friends may join Monsanto and Hawks as contributors by contacting 
Jud Skelton in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at 662.325.0643. 
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 Six new members are making their first 
appearance on the board. They are: John D. 
Davis IV of Flowood; Michael E. Dunlap of 
Batesville; Virginia Carron Eiland and Rodger 
L. Johnson, both of Atlanta, Georgia; Cynthia 
West Simpson of Plano, Texas; and Mark A. 
Worthey of McKinney, Texas.  
 Davis is a 1988 biological engineering 
and pre-medicine graduate. He later received a 
Master of Science degree and a Medical Doctor 
degree, both from Johns Hopkins University. 
He is neurosurgeon and founding partner of 
NewSouth NeuroSpine. 
 Dunlap attended Mississippi State and 
majored in business. He is president and COO 
of Dunlap & Kyle Co. 
 Eiland is a 1989 biomedical engineering 
graduate who received a Juris Doctor degree 
from Emory University. She is a lawyer and 
managing partner with Finnegan, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett & Dunner. 
 Johnson is a 1971 civil engineering 
graduate who later earned an MBA from 
Georgia State University in 1982. He is 

president and CEO of JKC Holdings Inc. 
 Simpson is a 1996 interior design graduate. 
She is a principal and managing director at 
Gensler. 
 Fellow Texas resident Worthey is a 1984 
petroleum geology graduate. He is owner and 
president of McClaren Resources Inc. 
 Also rejoining the board in new three-year 
terms are William B. Berry of Katy, Texas; Rusty 
Linton of Columbus; Thomas B. "Tommy" 
Nusz of Houston, Texas; and Turner Wingo of 
Collierville, Tennessee.  
 Berry earned two MSU degrees—a 
Bachelor of Science in petroleum engineering 
in 1974 and Master of Science in petroleum 
engineering in 1976. He is the retired executive 
vice president of ConocoPhillips. 
 Linton is a 1980 biochemistry and 
pre-medicine graduate of MSU who later 
received a Doctor of Medicine in 1984 from 
the University of Mississippi Medical Center. 
He is an orthopedic surgeon with Columbus 
Orthopaedic Clinic P.A. and serves as a team 
physician for the MSU Athletic Department.

Berry Davis Dunlap Eiland Johnson

Mississippi State University is fortunate to have dedicated alumni and 
friends with a willingness to help guide its fundraising arm. In January, 
10 incoming members began three-year terms by joining a group of 35 

individuals who comprise the MSU Foundation board of directors. 

Leading the Way
Foundation announces officers and incoming members 
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 Nusz is a 1982 petroleum engineering graduate. 
He is president and CEO of Oasis Petroleum Inc.  
 Wingo is a 1967 general business administration 
graduate. He is a retired real estate developer and 
former owner of Sherry’s Hallmark.   
 In addition to board members, the MSU 
Foundation reelected the 2014 officers to another 
one-year term. They include: Bobby S. Shackouls of 
Houston, Texas, as president; Earnest W. “Earnie” 
Deavenport Jr. of Kiawah Island, S.C., as vice president; 
and Mary M. Childs of Ripley, as treasurer. They, too, 
are MSU graduates. They initially began serving in their 
posts in 2013. 
       Rounding out the board are MSU alumni and 
university personnel John P. Rush, David Easley and 
Jack McCarty. Rush is CEO, and Easley and McCarty 
serve as chief financial officer and secretary, respectively. 
       The MSU Foundation administers Mississippi 
State University's academic fundraising activities and 
endowment funds, which currently total more than 
$450 million. For more information on the work 
of the MSU Foundation, individuals should visit 
www.msufoundation.com or access twitter @MSU_
Foundation.

Linton Nusz Simpson Wingo Worthey

Rush

Easley

Childs

Shackouls

Deavenport 

McCarty

For the past five decades, the MSU Foundation has been assisting 
the university in attracting support from private sources.
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 The latest support from the Kelly Gene 
Cook Sr. Charitable Foundation Inc. will 
benefit a new 93,000-square-foot engineering 
and science complex slated for completion 
in 2016. The gift specifically funds a premier 
instructional technology classroom within 
the facility, designed to support teaching, 
research and outreach missions of the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering (CEE) Department, 
the Bagley College and MSU. 
 The Kelly Gene Cook Sr. Instructional 
Theatre will be a cornerstone in the complex’s 
instruction wing and provide a state-of-the-art 
educational environment. The 100-seat theater 
will embrace student-instructor interactive 
technology supported by an integrated 
instructional technology platform.  
 The “theatre” layout supports 
comprehensive computational and instructional 
educational tools and will ensure every student 
can fully engage in the instructional experience. 
The technology will support the Bagley 
College’s global distance education program, 

ranked one of the best in the country, by 
connecting graduate students with world-class 
leaders doing research and education in a cadre 
of engineering areas.  
 “Our civil and environmental program 
can increase in prestige and impact as we 
continue to educate future generations of 
engineers who help meet society’s needs and 
improve the quality of life around the world 
in a sustainable, efficient, designed way. The 
proposed instructional theatre is a necessary part 
of this growth and cutting-edge educational 
experience,” Dennis Truax, department head 
and James T. White Chair. 
 The Cook Foundation’s support of 
Mississippi State also extends to the Kelly 
Gene Cook Sr. Laboratories in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, components of 
which will be relocated to the new complex, as 
well as to numerous student scholarships that 
help recipients alleviate the burden of financial 
debt and better positions them as they become 
engineering professionals.  

A legacy of giving from the late Kelly Gene Cook Sr. continues 
to have an impact on the James Worth Bagley College of 

Engineering at Mississippi State University. For more than 
two decades, MSU has counted the foundation of the late 
engineering alumnus among its most loyal contributors.  

Cook legacy 
continues at 
Mississippi State

James L. Martin, holder of the 
Kelly Gene Cook Sr. Chair

Engineering 
for the Future
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 Most CEE students are from Mississippi, 
and will remain as residents after graduation to 
take positions with state agencies, consulting 
firms and industry. As professionals working 
in rural communities and metropolitan areas, 
they help assure the welfare and protect the 
livelihood of the state’s citizens by insuring 
better water supplies, waste management and 
a transportation infrastructure essential to 
economic and community development. They 
are also working to design and construct safe 
and efficient commercial and institutional 
facilities and help communities manage their 
resources in an efficient and economical way.
 At MSU, the overall mission of CEE 
has been enhanced by the Cook Foundation’s 
support. An earlier gift established an endowed 
chair in civil and environmental engineering 
in honor of Cook, a 1955 civil engineering 
graduate. The endowment generates funds to 
retain a recognized technical leader and scholar 
in the Kelly Gene Cook Sr. Endowed Chair and 
supports the position with equipment purchases, 
travel and student assistance. 
 “I take great pride in knowing that I 
represent Kelly Gene Cook Sr., his family and 
foundation,” said James L. Martin, professor 
of civil and environmental engineering and 
holder of the chair which became the first fully 
endowed position in engineering at MSU. 
 The Cook endowment has helped 
advance research and support undergraduate 
and graduate students working in the areas of 
environmental and water resources engineering. 
It has supported Martin’s efforts to promote 
sustainable use of natural resources, advance our 

understanding of the aquatic environment, and 
disseminate his extensive expertise in modeling 
of the natural environment. The endowment has 
also facilitated Martin’s support of the engineering 
profession through a host of leadership activities 
in the engineering community. 
 Over his lifetime, Mississippi native Cook 
believed in creating opportunities for people. He 
was an oil and gas pipeline industry executive 
in Houston, Texas, for more than 30 years. 
He formed his foundation with his wife Peggy 
to financially support religious, charitable, 
scientific, and educational organizations. The 
Cook Foundation generously continues to 
provide support to many organizations in 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.
 For a number of years, the Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering has been 
housed in the Walker engineering building. 
However, a new complex will usher in a new 
era and will enable growth for programs that 
have experienced an 80 percent total enrollment 
climb for much of the last decade. 
 “Our department has provided a dynamic 
educational experience and because of the Cook 
Foundation’s impact we will continue our 
tradition of excellence in teaching and research 
and meet the increasing demand for civil and 
environmental engineering graduates,” said Truax. 
 More opportunities exist to name features 
in the new engineering and science complex. 
Interested persons may contact Bennett 
Evans, the college’s director of development at 
662.325.0386 or bevans@bagley.msstate.edu. 
All gifts for the facility are part of MSU's Infinite 
Impact campaign.  

Planned environmental and science complex 
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 When Edward “Gil” Foresman stepped 
foot on the Mississippi State campus as a 
freshman in 1946, things looked a little 
different. He recalls spending the last of the 
summer months at the outdoor swimming pool, 
once located on the south side of The Junction, 
and the rallies of motorcycles that circled 
around the historic Old Main Dormitory on 
the weekends. The experiences and memories 
shared at MSU are unique and special to each 
student. Today Gil, along with his wife, Cecile, 
is giving back to the university, which first 
contributed to him. 
 Born in Electric Mills, Gil was one of 
five children to the Foresman family. After 
relocating several times throughout the state 
of Mississippi, and answering Uncle Sam’s 
call during the Korean War, Gil enrolled at 
the formerly named Mississippi State College, 
where all four of his siblings also attended. 
 “The time from 1939 to 1958,  all but 
three years, there was at least one, two or three 

of us [siblings] in school at Mississippi State,”  
Gil said.
 After obtaining a Bachelor of Science 
from the College of Business in 1950, Gil 
continued his studies and obtained a second 
degree in mechanical engineering in 1958. An 
active student, Gil participated in the Famous 
Maroon Band during his freshman year, and 
eventually traded his bass drum for a position 
as the MSU baseball team manager. Gil’s time 
as team manager was especially memorable, 
serving under coach Dudy Noble for his first 
year, followed by the claim of MSU’s first SEC 
championship title during the 1948 season 
under coach R.P. “Doc” Patty.
 “I am thankful for my education because 
I know I would not be in the position I am in 
today without it,” said Gil. 
 Though grateful for his education, Gil 
admits that his favorite part of being a student 
at Mississippi State was the friendships he 
made. “I still get together with a group of the 

Making memories last
Alumnus honors MSU experience through planned gift
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baseball guys from time to time.”
 Gil and Cecile have been true maroon 
supporters over the years, contributing to 
various funds and establishing the Hortense 
and William F. McClain Endowed Scholarship 
in the College of Veterinary Medicine. The 
scholarship memorializes Cecile's parents and 
the love of animals the late couple shared.  
Recently, the Starkville couple decided to 
expand their support of the university through a 
planned gift, ensuring their dedication to MSU 
for years to come. 
 The bequest will establish the Edward G. 
and M. Cecile Foresman Endowed Scholarships 
in the College of Business and in the James 
Worth Bagley College of Engineering, as well 
as the Gil and Cecile Foresman Endowed 
Fund for Baseball Managers in Athletics. The 
gift will also provide additional funds for the 
Hortense and William F. McCain Endowed 

Scholarship. Standing as a legacy of devotion, 
the Foresmans' planned gift will afford more 
students the opportunity to experience MSU’s 
cherished traditions for generations.
 “I hope anyone able to donate to a 
university will do it,” said Gil, who credits his 
parents for instilling him with a giving spirit. 
“An awful lot of people just leave things for 
their children, but supporting charities and 
educational institutions is also very important. 
We wanted to create these gifts to benefit 
someone else.”
 Planned gifts are just one of the many 
ways alumni and friends can give to MSU 
through Infinite Impact: The Mississippi State 
University Campaign. The loyalty exhibited 
through private gifts honors the memories 
and experiences of the past, while laying the 
foundation for future success. 

Bequests: Leaving a legacy

 A current will is important for the people and causes 
you care about, including Mississippi State University. There 
are numerous incentives for making a bequest through a 
will. A will enables individuals to create a unique legacy for 
Mississippi State after your lifetime. There are several forms 
of a will: a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, 
or specific assets. With an attorney’s help, you can include 
language describing your wishes regarding the amount and 
purpose of your gift.
 As an alumnus or friend, you may have already included a 
gift to Mississippi State in your will, but have not notified the 
MSU Foundation. We encourage you to contact us so that we 
can document your gift and recognize your generosity. 
 To learn more about making a bequest or other deferred 
gifts, contact Vance Bristow, director of planned giving, at 
662.325.3707 or visit www.msugiftplanning.org.     

Cecile and Gil Foresman 
(center) visit with their son, Ed, 
and his daughter, Elizabeth, 
an MSU sophomore.
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Campaign ushers in campus growth

 Over the course of Infinite Impact, nearly 
$50 million has been contributed for new and 
renovated facilities. Some of these funds 
are already being used in projects across the 
university landscape, and in some cases these 
gifts are combined with funds from various 
other sources or utilized to ensure specific 
features become a reality. 
 In the heart of campus, changes will abound 
over the next few years. Extensive renovations 
will impact the historic 1914 YMCA building 
and the Roberts Building, which will gain the 
MSU post office. Additionally, the Union Plaza, 
a new outdoor space featuring seating between 
the Colvard Student Union and McCool Hall, 
is under construction with expected completion 
this spring. 
 With continued growth in enrollment 
comes the need for additional campus living 
and dining areas. Two new student residence 
halls are scheduled to open in fall 2016. These 
structures will occupy where Evans Hall 
formerly stood. Just within the last few years, 
MSU has added several new residence halls. 
 Opening in August is The Fresh Food 
Company, a 29,000-square-foot residential 
dining facility. The building will have an indoor 

seating capacity of 480 and a 48-seat outdoor 
dining area on its northwest corner, along with 
a student lounge. The total project cost of $14 
million includes construction of the facility and 
six new state-of-the-art tennis courts that 
opened recently at the RecPlex just east of the 
Wise Center.
 More planned MSU facilities include a 
new engineering and science complex that will 
house civil and environmental engineering for 
the James Worth Bagley College of Engineering; 
a meat science lab for the department of Animal 
and Dairy Sciences in the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences; and a new classroom building 
and a necropsy facility for the College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s Wise Center complex. 
 In the next few pages, we highlight building 
projects in the works. A growing campus 
can also be experienced through MSU’s new 
interactive map. Highlights include a self-guided 
walking tour of MSU’s historic buildings, 
360-degree panoramas of significant buildings, 
detailed photographs of residence and academic 
buildings, directions to on-campus eateries, 
and reflections on the many monuments and 
memorials on campus. Visit www.msstate.edu/
campus-map/ and experience MSU now. 

The 137-year-old Mississippi State University is overflowing with 
activity as the campus master plan unfolds. Those who haven’t 

visited MSU recently might be surprised to see a number of 
major renovations, construction projects, and some old-fashioned 

sprucing up, all in an effort to allow the university to flourish. 

Building the
Bulldog Experience
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Center for America’s Veterans
 A lead gift from alumni Tommy and Terri Nusz of Houston, 
Texas, launched the effort to built a permanent facility to house 
the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery Center for America’s Veterans. 
An additional $1 million in gifts is needed to erect the facility 
that will honor the late longtime U.S. Congressman Montgomery 
who graduated from MSU in 1943. His foundation made a 
$100,000 challenge to match gifts. At MSU, the center is a 
national leader in providing campus-based veteran resources in 
support of 2,000 enrolled student veterans, service members, 
dependents and survivors. 

Classroom Building
 A new 90,000-square-foot building with a design that pays 
tribute to famed Old Main Dormitory will be located behind 
the YMCA building. The new building, scheduled to open in 
2016, will have a multipurpose auditorium with state-of-the-art 
instructional technology for teaching, speakers and performances. 
Common areas will be staffed by Mitchell Memorial Library to 
assist students. The new three-level facility will add 20 much-
needed classrooms on the upper level and an eagerly anticipated 
150-space, two-story, 60,0000 square-feet parking garage 
for central campus. Alumnus Turner Wingo of Collierville, 
Tennessee, made a lead gift for the facility which carries with it 
naming opportunities.

Mitchell Memorial Library
 Construction for an expansion of Mitchell Memorial Library 
begins this summer. Another floor will be added at the northeast 
corner to the university’s main library. To be located opposite 
the Charles H. Templeton Sr. Music Museum, the addition will 
include exhibit spaces, study rooms, research areas, administrative 
offices and a black-box theater. The expansion will enable the 
Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library to relocate from the first 
floor to the fourth. Also moving will be the Congressional and 
Political Research Center that holds collections of prominent 
public officials, including a pair of late MSU alumni, U.S. Sen. 
John C. Stennis and Congressman G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery. 

The Mill at Mississippi State
 Transformation of the historic John M. Stone Cotton Mill—
formerly known as Mississippi State’s E.E. Cooley Building—into 
a state-of-the-art conference and meeting complex is on track. 
Located at the corner of Russell Street and state Highway 12, 
the 73,975-square-foot conference center will feature a 1,000-
seat ballroom, breakout rooms, onsite catering, and office 
space. Ground was broken for The Mill following a multi-year, 
collaborative effort by public and private entities, all interested 
in preserving the best of the 1902 landmark’s structure while 
creating new economic opportunities. The facility is slated to 
open in July.
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Athletics Facilities
 MSU can ensure facilities for all campus sports remain 
top-notch with financial support from alumni and friends. And, 
most importantly, gifts can help student-athletes excel in the 
classroom and in their fields of competition. 

Dudy Noble Field/Polk DeMent Stadium
 MSU Athletics continues its plans to upgrade facilities 
for all 16 NCAA Division I sports programs over time. Next 
up for renovations is Polk-DeMent Stadium at Dudy Noble 
Field, home of the Diamond Dawgs. In an effort to modernize 
the complex to keep play at the highest level, MSU seeks $20 
million in gifts toward a planned $40 million expansion. The 
modernized stadium will feature about 25 Diamond Suites, club 
and loge seating, as well as Left Field Lofts, which can be used 
for overnight accommodations. 

Golf Practice Facility
 Old Waverly Golf Club, one of the South’s premier golf 
destinations located in nearby West Point will become the 
new home to Mississippi State men’s and women’s varsity golf 
programs. The Bulldog Club has partnered with Old Waverly 
on the $2.2 million project that includes a driving range, short-
game area, a putting green shaped as the state of Mississippi, 
plus a team clubhouse and indoor hitting bays. Over $2 million 
has been raised and more gifts are needed. With the support of 
the Bryan family and other generous donors, MSU will soon 
have one of the top facilities anywhere.
 A 6,300-square-foot team clubhouse with locker rooms, 
players’ lounge, coaches’ offices, indoor putting center (with 
Sam PuttLab training system), exercise room and conference 
room is complete. A second phase will feature a 2,431-square-
foot indoor hitting bay, equipped with two Trackman swing and 
ball flight analysis systems and a club repair room constructed 
once fundraising is complete. The facility will give student-
athletes the necessary tools to develop their skills at the highest 
level.

A.J. Pitts Tennis Centre and Softball Complex
 Extensive work will begin in Spring 2016 to renovate and 
enhance the MSU tennis and softball facilities. The project has 
received a lead gift from MSU Alumni Tommy and Terri Nusz 
of Houston, Texas, who believe strongly in student-athlete 
achievement in Olympic sports.  
 The six-court, 1,000-seat A.J. Pitts Tennis Centre enters 
its 32nd year serving as home to Mississippi State’s men’s and 
women’s tennis teams. In 2014, the courts were resurfaced in 
a spirited maroon. Current plans will brick the exterior of the 
facility and plaza and construct new amenities and seating 
for the MSU softball stadium. MSU will host the 2016 SEC 
Softball Championships and has been among regular NCAA 
post-season participants.  

Join other bulldogs and 
connect your name with 
one of these facilities by 
contacting Jack McCarty, 
executive director of 
development for the MSU 
Foundation, at 662.325.7000 
or email jmccarty@
foundation.msstate.edu. 
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Ambassadors announce 
first scholarship recipient 

Whitehead

 The Foundation Ambassadors 
Compass Scholarship was created to help 
dedicated students attend Mississippi State. 
The scholarship is part of the Compass 
Scholars Program that seeks to attract high 
performing, incoming students from high 
schools and community colleges to MSU in all 
fields of study with competitive scholarships 
that help alleviate financial debt.
 The inaugural recipient of the Foundation 
Ambassadors Compass Scholarship is Peyton 
Garrett Whitehead of Terry, Mississippi. He is 
receiving the scholarship for the spring 2015 
semester and will be eligible to apply for 
future semesters as he maintains academic 
progress. 
 Whitehead is a junior agricultural 
information science major with a 
concentration in leadership. He first attended 
Hinds Community College before transferring 
to Mississippi State University.  
 “MSU is only one of two schools in 
Mississippi to offer a degree in agriculture, 
and since I’ve always liked the university 
I decided to transfer here and pursue my 
studies as a bulldog,” said Whitehead. 
 The Foundation Ambassadors built 
the scholarship with gifts from alumni and 
friends, and they hope to grow the award with 
additional contributions over time. The MSU 
Foundation student organization functions 
as a liaison with students, employees, alumni 
and friends of the university, as well as local 

community members to help spread the 
word of how contributions can make a lasting 
impact on the students, faculty and areas of 
Mississippi State.
 “It is an honor to be the first student 
selected to receive this scholarship. I greatly 
appreciate the fact that some of my fellow 
MSU students personally helped raise the 
funds,” Whitehead said. “I am eternally 
grateful for their investment in my education 
and for contributions from alumni and friends 
who make the scholarship possible.” 
 Mississippi State annually undertakes 
a goal to raise $250,000 for the Compass 
Scholars Program. Contributions of any 
amount can help MSU reach its goal annually 
and provide assistance for promising students 
through Compass Scholarships. 
 With the Compass Scholars Challenge, 
a matching program provides an additional 
$250,000 for scholarships once the annual 
goal of $250,000 is met. This ensures that 
gifts will afford scholarships for twice as many 
students.

 For more information on supporting 
Compass Scholarships, please contact Jana 
Berkery, associate director of annual giving, 
by phone at 662.325.5977 or by email at 
jberkery@foundation.msstate.edu.

The MSU Foundation Ambassadors continually strive 
to make a lasting impact on the university. For the past 
several years, the group has raised funds to establish a new 
scholarship and assist with the Compass Scholars Program.
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CooleyBlaine

      Starkville native Jan R. Blaine is the new 
assistant director of development for MSU’s 
James Worth Bagley College of Engineering. 
He began fundraising duties with the 
university in the latter part of 2014. 
      Blaine is an MSU alumnus who graduated, 
cum laude, in 2009 with degrees in general 
business administration and sports 
communication, followed by an MBA the 
following year. He previously was a regional 
sales representative with Severstal North 
America.
 In the Bagley College, Blaine works 
with Bennett Evans, Bagley’s development 
director, and fellow assistant director Paul 
Zimmerman in securing gifts for one of the 
institution's oldest academic units.
 Also among the largest academic 
units on campus, the Bagley College of 
Engineering is home to eight departments 
and 10 certification programs. U.S. News 
and World Report ranks its undergraduate 
and graduate programs among the top 100 
nationwide. 
 As the MSU Foundation seeks to better 
serve the university and its alumni and 
friends, another fundraising position has been 
created. Current staff member Asa Besova 
Cooley will transition into the new position 
as director of development for the University 
Libraries, Graduate School and Judy and 
Bobby Shackouls Honors College. She will 
begin soliciting gifts specifically for these 
MSU areas in May. 

 Since 2013, Cooley has served as the 
university’s annual giving director. In that 
role, she directed fundraising efforts that 
typically focus on gifts made to any MSU 
area on a continuing basis. She was also 
responsible for securing annual gifts for the 
institution and its academic colleges through 
direct marketing efforts. Cooley joined MSU 
in 2011 as assistant director of annual giving 
and coordinator of the MSU Foundation’s 
telefunding program and Bulldog Calling 
Center. 
 A native of Southwestern Russia, Cooley 
is a communication graduate of Alcorn 
State University who went on to receive a 
master’s degree in mass communication from 
Louisiana State University. Before coming 
to MSU, she was a research associate at the 
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa and 
co-owner and a social media consultant for 
the HH Agency in that city. Previously, she 
worked for two years with the New York 
Times Regional Media Group.
 “Asya and Jan are great assets and 
show promise as they work to increase gifts 
for their respective units through the Infinite 
Impact campaign,” said Jack McCarty, 
MSU Foundation’s executive director of 
development. “We are pleased to offer alumni 
and friends the opportunity to work with them 
to further their areas at MSU.” 
 For a complete listing of MSU fundraisers 
and their contact information, visit www.
msufoundation.com. 

The MSU Foundation has added a development team member and selected another 
to fill a newly created fundraising role for Mississippi State University. MSU is proud 
to have fundraising personnel in colleges, schools and areas university wide.  

Foundation names two
new campus fundraisers  
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 As executive director of development, most of my daily interactions 
are with alumni and friends. I obviously see MSU students regularly, but 
I don’t personally visit with them nearly as often as I do with faculty and 
staff.  However, when I have talked with students lately, there have been 
several conversations that really stand out in my mind.
 Recently, I was part of the interview process to select incoming 
MSU Foundation Ambassadors. We are fortunate to have a superb 
group of student ambassadors who promotes the Foundation and 
its activities to the student body, assists with events and stewardship 
activities, and helps to market various giving opportunities. 
 During the interviews, we asked questions like, “What brought 
you to MSU?” It was amazing to learn of the direct correlation between 
enrolling at MSU and scholarships. As in-state and out-of-state tuition 
increases, these students provide tangible proof that scholarships 
are vital to making their education possible. When seeking a college 
of choice these days, available scholarships are at the forefront of 
students' decisions to attend MSU. Quite frankly, it is because of 
scholarships that we can attract ambassador candidates from throughout 
Mississippi, much of the South, and even as far as China and Italy. 
 Many of our Bulldog students are very much in tune with their 
university. While dining at a local restaurant, I asked our server where 
he called home, and his proud response was Picayune, Mississippi. The 
question initiated a conversation in which I learned that he transferred 
from Pearl River Community College and is now majoring in accounting 
at MSU. He loves Starkville, but it was the environment created by 
MSU donors that made his decision easy. Without knowing my role at 
MSU, he disclosed details to me about the named Richard C. Adkerson 
School of Accountancy. He told me about the donor recognition 
present within the school and in the Seal Family Business Complex. 
He specifically referred to the stock ticker and the Strategic Finance 
Laboratory. When he walked off, I had a tremendous sense of pride 
because I know donor provided enhancements led this young man  
to Mississippi State. 
 Over dinner, my wife and I discussed the “ripple effect of giving,” 
and how one gift truly begins an ongoing effect. It was easy for us to 
understand this enthusiastic young man is going places, and a donor-
supported MSU is serving as the catalyst.
 Students truly help keep us young here at MSU. They also remind 
us of the importance of giving because they are the heart of the 
university.  The success of the Infinite Impact campaign is dependent 
on alumni and friends, and your gifts can benefit and challenge these 
young minds along their educational journey. 

Making a difference in students’ lives

JACK MCCARTY
Executive Director
of Development

N
O

T
E

S

S P R I N G  2 0 1 5  FOU N DA T I ON S

19



P
R

O
F

IL
E

D O N O R :

H O M E T O W N :

Cynthia “Cindy” West Simpson

Plano, Texas 

 Cindy Simpson graduated Summa Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor of Science in Interior 
Design from Mississippi State University’s 
College of Architecture, Art and Design in 
1996. Cindy utilizes her MSU degree with 
Gensler, an international architecture, design 
and planning firm with 47 offices worldwide. 
 Cindy became managing director of the 
firm’s Dallas office in 2013, assuming the day-
to-day administration in addition to her studio 
leadership role. She had been a principal 
and studio director in the office for more 
than a decade. A dedicated client advocate, 
Cindy holds a client leadership role on the 
management committee for Gensler.
 Cindy’s professional certifications include 
professional membership in the International 
Interior Design Association. She is also a 
LEED® accredited professional committed to 
integrating sustainable design strategies. 
 In addition to her professional duties, 
Cindy is involved in numerous philanthropic 
and professional organizations. At Mississippi 
State, Cindy gives of her time and her 

resources. She established the Cindy W. 
Simpson Loyalty Scholarship, which assists 
entering freshmen and community college 
transfer students who demonstrate leadership 
ability and academic progress. She also 
supports the advancement fund for the 
Interior Design Program in the College of 
Architecture, Art and Design. 
 In January, Cindy became a member of 
the MSU Foundation board of directors. For 
a number of years, she has served on the 
advisory board of the College of Architecture, 
Art and Design. Cindy was honored by the 
college in 2010 as its Alumna of the Year for 
her many accomplishments and the Bulldog 
spirit she embodies in her personal and 
professional life. 
 Along with MSU, Cindy passionately 
supports women’s and children’s charities and 
serves on the board of directors of HopeKids. 
Originally from Aberdeen, Mississippi, Cindy 
now lives with her daughter, Aston, in Plano, 
Texas. 

Loyalty. Pride. Passion.
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2015 Board of Directors

OFFICERS

President - Bobby S. Shackouls  |  President and CEO of Burlington Resources Inc. (retired)  |  Houston, Texas

Vice President - E.W. “Earnie” Deavenport Jr.  |  Chairman and CEO of Eastman Chemical (retired)  |  Kiawah Island, S.C.

Treasurer - Mary M. Childs  |  President, CEO, COO and Vice Chairman of The Peoples Bank  |  Ripley, Miss.

CEO - John P. Rush  |  Vice President for Development and Alumni  |  Mississippi State University 

Secretary - Jack R. McCarty  |  Executive Director of Development  |  Mississippi State University 

CFO - David D. Easley  |  Executive Director of Finance  |  Mississippi State University 

  

MEMBERS

Richard C. Adkerson  |  Vice Chairman, President and CEO of Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc., Phoenix, Ariz. 

J.W. “Jim” Bagley  |  Executive Chairman of the Board of Lam Research Corp. (retired), Trophy Club, Texas

William B. “Bill” Berry   |  Executive Vice President of ConocoPhillips (retired), Katy, Texas

D. Hines Brannan Jr.  |  Managing Director of Accenture (retired), Atlanta, Ga.

George W. Bryan Sr.  |  Owner of Old Waverly Golf Club, West Point, Miss.

Albert C. Clark  |  President of C.C. Clark Inc., Starkville, Miss.

John D. Davis IV   |  Neurosurgeon/Founding Partner of NewSouth NeuroSpine, Flowood, Miss.

John N. “Nutie” Dowdle   |  Chairman of the Board of Dowdle Enterprises, Columbus, Miss.

Michael E. “Mike” Dunlap   |  President and COO of Dunlap & Kyle Co. Inc., Batesville, Miss.

Virginia Carron Eiland  |  Lawyer/Managing Partner, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, Atlanta, Ga.

Haley R. Fisackerly  |  President and CEO of Entergy Mississippi, Jackson, Miss.

Hassell H. Franklin  |  Chairman and CEO of Franklin Corp., Houston, Miss.

Steve Golding  |  Bulldog Club President, Vicksburg, Miss. 

S. Bryce Griffis  |  President of Sturgis Timber Co., Sturgis, Miss.

David B. Hall  |  COO of Hall Timberlands, Meridian, Miss. 

Wilbert G. “Mickey” Holliman Jr.  |  Chairman and CEO of Furniture Brands International (retired), Belden, Miss.

Rodger L. Johnson  |  President and CEO of JKC Holdings Inc., Atlanta, Ga.

Malcolm B. Lightsey Sr.  |  President and CEO of SunTech Inc. (retired), Ridgeland, Miss. 

Rusty C. Linton  |  Orthopedic Surgeon of Columbus Orthopaedic Clinic P.A., Columbus, Miss.  

John R. Lundy  |  Partner of Capitol Resources LLC, Jackson, Miss.  

Lewis F. Mallory Jr.  |  Chairman and CEO of Cadence Bank (retired), Starkville, Miss.

Bobby P. Martin  |  Chairman of The Peoples Bank, Ripley, Miss.
Roderick A. “Rod” Moore  |  Executive Vice President and CEO, Southern Farm Bureau Casualty Insurance (retired), Brandon, Miss.

James E. “Jim” Newsome  |  Partner of Delta Strategy Group, Washington, D.C. 

Thomas B. “Tommy” Nusz  |  President and CEO of Oasis Petroleum Inc., Houston, Texas 

Linda F. Parker  |  Secretary of Sunbelt Wholesale, Bolton, Miss.

Richard H. Puckett Sr.  |  Chairman and CEO of Puckett Machinery Co., Jackson, Miss. 

Nancy Qualls  |  President of Qualls and Associates, Little Rock, Ark.

Charles W. “Tex” Ritter Jr.  |  President and CEO of The Attala Co. (retired), Kosciusko, Miss. 

Thomas R. "Tommy" Roberson  |  MSU National Alumni Association President, Madison, Miss. 

James J. ”Jim” Rouse  |  Vice President of ExxonMobil (retired), Houston, Texas

Richard A. Rula  |  President of Hemphill Construction Co., Florence, Miss.

Wallace L. Seal  |  Manager of North Beach Haulers LLC, Bay St. Louis, Miss.

Cynthia W. Simpson  |  Principal/Managing Director of Gensler, Dallas, Texas

Cynthia M. Stevens  |  Management Principal Government Relations of Deloitte LLP, Alexandria, Va.  

J.F. “Bud” Thompson Jr.  |  Partner of Thompson Limited Partnership, Meridian, Miss. 

Anthony Wilson  |  Executive Vice President of Customer Service and Operations of Georgia Power Co., Atlanta, Ga.

Turner A. Wingo  |  Owner of Sherry’s Hallmark (retired), Collierville, Tenn.

Mark A. Worthey   |  Owner and President of McClaren Resources Inc., McKinney, Texas

James K. Dossett  |  Legal Counsel, Jackson, Miss.
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Students, alumni and friends of Mississippi 
State now can leave a permanent mark on the 

university’s campus. Through a gift to the 
MSU Annual Fund, your name or message 

can become a part of the Maroon Mile. 
Donors may select from two sizes of pavers to 
place on MSU’s historic parade grounds. Call 

662.325.5975 or visit msufoundation.com.

Post Office Box 6149
One Hunter Henry Boulevard
Mississippi State, MS 39762-6149
www.msufoundation.com
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